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PO BOX 827 
Leeds
LS1 9PN 

29th February 2016 

Entertainment Licensing 
Civic Hall 
Leeds LS1 1UR 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Objection to: 
Application�No:�SX/SEV/00012/16/01�
Premises:�Silks,�2�Sovereign�Place,�Leeds,�LS1�4SP�
Date�of�Hearing:�1st�September�2015��

Support After Rape & Sexual Violence Leeds (SARSVL) supports women and girls 
who have been affected by sexual violence at any time in their lives, promoting their 
needs and working towards the elimination of sexual violence. 

SARSVL is an 'interested party' in the terms of the Licensing Act on two grounds:
1. Our helpline operates out of premises on Eastgate, so we are a business in the 

vicinity
and

2. We serve women and girls throughout Leeds, including those who live and are 
involved in businesses in the vicinity, with services available to women working in 
such establishments. 

“Every woman in our society feels the fear of rape - no woman is allowed to ignore 
it…..The threat of violence is a total intrusion into women's personal space and 
transforms a routine and/or potential pleasurable activity (for example, a walk or 
journey)…..into a potentially upsetting, disturbing and often threatening experience.” 
Rape Crisis England & Wales 

SARSVL believes that Leeds City Council (LCC) missed an opportunity when it 
introduced its policy to limit such clubs in the city centre to four.  It should have 
adopted a Zero Tolerance of Sex Establishments policy but in the absence of this 
SARSVL does not believe that LCC should license these sex establishments as it is 
incompatible with the Equality Act 2010, Violence Against Women Strategy and 
Child Friendly Leeds policy. 

Appendix G
Objections



The council itself has stated that “SEVs are not in accordance with a culturally rich 
and diverse city.” 

The Equalities Act 2010 states that
“A public authority must, in the exercise of its functions, have due regard to the need 
to …..eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other conduce that 
is prohibited by or under this Act.” 

Research has shown that wherever lap-dance and strip clubs appear, women’s 
quality of life deteriorates as a result, with increased reports of rape (Eden, 2003).
These establishments licence the objectification of women so for LCC to licence 
them is against the duty they have to implement equalities legislation.  Licensing 
such clubs suggests LCC condones the sexual objectification of women for money 
going on inside them.  This actively damages women and girls living and working 
around lap-dancing clubs. 

Such establishments contribute to the sexual objectification of women and raise 
concern about the welfare of women working in the clubs, the impact on the 
environment around the clubs; how women feel about walking around these areas 
and what happens to them when they do and to the general mainstreaming of the 
commercial sex industry. 

While lap-dancing and the illusion of sexual availability become mainstreamed, rape 
conviction rates are falling, street harassment and casual attacks are rising and 26% 
of people believe that an inappropriately dressed woman is ‘asking for it’ 
(Amnesty/ICM, 2005).  The numbers of reported rapes around lap dancing clubs is 
three times the national average (Eden, 2003). 

This club is located in the centre of the city, close to amenities such as theatres and 
cinemas, routinely used by families and near shopping centres and on main 
thoroughfares.  We believe this is a wholly inappropriate place for sex 
establishments.  It undermines the city’s stated aim of being “fair, open and 
welcoming” (Vision for Leeds 2011-2030).

At SARSVL we deal with the reality of the effect the sexual objectification of women 
and increased harassment and attack of them around these premises.  Women in 
public areas become unwilling symbols of the illusion of sexual availability and are 
often the physical recipients of male harassment or rape. In the meantime young 
boys growing up in the area are taught that this is an acceptable way to treat women, 
and young women learn that this is the way they will be treated.

Advertising for these establishments, including signage and frontages of premises 
and leaflet distribution in the area, create an intimidating atmosphere and a real 
threat to the safety of women.   

Leeds is a city centre characterised by the close proximity of residential to 
commercial establishments; in fact it prides itself on this feature.  For example, much 
student accommodation is located in the city centre.  This increases the vulnerability 
of women walking around areas where a number of sex establishments are in 
operation. 



Leeds is a diverse city with a variety of cultures and faiths, representing around 11% 
of the city.  Women from a range of communities are intimidated by the proximity of 
such clubs and are less likely or willing to travel around the city at night when 
confronted by the operation of and advertising for sex establishments. 

In conclusion, LCC should not licence this club for the reasons stated above. 

Please let us know the result of this application. 

In addition, we keep hearing – from ajacent premises – that Silks is intending to 
expand. Please keep us informed if any such application for expansion should arrive. 

Yours faithfully, 

Sandra McNeill 
for Support After Rape and Sexual Violence Leeds
�
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We are here for you Company Number 
helpline freephone – 0800 802 3344                                                         7202500, Registered
helpline email – support@sarsvl.org.uk                                                    Charity Number 1139555
helpline text – 07797 803 211                                                                   SARSVL is proud to be
                                                                                                                   a member of Rape Crisis 

                                                                                                                                    (England and Wales) 
�
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Nelson, Matthew

Subject: FW: Strip Joint Licensing
Attachments: Fact Sheet on Lap Dancing.pdf

From: Not Buying It [mailto:no@notbuyingit.org.uk]
Sent: 18 March 2016 11:15 
To: Carville, Philomena 
Subject: Strip Joint Licensing 

Dear Philomenla  

We have recently been informed that the council is due to consider the renewal of a local strip club, Silks 
Gentlemens Club. I was wondering if your council had adopted the SEV licensing to strip joints - Sexual 
Entertainment Venue licensing? 

I have also attached a fact sheet about lap dancing and urge you not to renew this license and to consider a 
zero policy on all lap dancing venues 

Thank you 

Sasha

Dr Sasha Rakoff 
director Not Buying It 

no@notbuyingit.org.uk
www.notbuyingit.org.uk
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‘Elena’ quoted in ‘I was an Object, not a Person, The Guardian 19.03.08  
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1 Eden, I. (2007) Inappropriate Behaviour: Adult Venues and Licensing in London, London: The Lilith Project, Eaves 
Housing for Women. 
2 BBC News Online (2006), ‘Children are Taught Pole Dancing’ Tuesday, 12 December 2006, url: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/tyne/6173805.stm 
3�
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4 Coy, M, Horvath, M & Kelly, L (2007) It’s just like going to the supermarket: Men talk about buying sex in East 
London London: Child and Woman Abuse Studies Unit 
5 Eden, I. (2003) Lilith Report on Lap Dancing and Striptease in the Borough of Camden, London: The Lilith Project, 
Eaves Housing for Women 
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6 London Borough of Tower Hamlets (2008) Licensing of Strip Clubs: 
7 Royal Town Planning Institute (2007), Gender and Spatial Planning, Good Practice Note 7,10 December 2007 
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8 1979 Convention on All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) Article 5 
9 Realising Rights, Fulfilling Obligations: An Integrated Strategy to End Violence Against Women (EVAW) 2008 
10 Glasgow City Council report on the need for review of licensing legislation in the light of concerns re table dancing 
http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/0D19236F-808A-4467-96F7-6A9508C1F312/0/legtablic2.pdf 
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11 The White Ribbon Campaign works with men to end violence against women 
12 Frank, K. (2005) ‘Exploring the Motivations and Fantasies of Strip Club Customers in Relation to Legal Regulations’, Sexual 
Behavior, Vol. 34 (5), pp. 487 – 504 
13See OBJECT website for more testimonies 
14 Frank, K. (2005) ‘Exploring the Motivations and Fantasies of Strip Club Customers in Relation to Legal Regulations’, Sexual 
Behavior, Vol. 34 (5), pp. 487 – 504 
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21 http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/The%20Way%20Forward%20Final%20Strategy.pdf 
22 Ed Miliband’s response to the End Violence Against Women Coalition, September 2010, 
http://www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk/ 
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Nelson, Matthew

From: Harlequin <harlequin@cds.myzen.co.uk>
Sent: 05 April 2016 19:04
To: Entertainment Licensing
Subject: A request

Dear Madam or sir, 

I am writing to you as a local resident to urge you not to renew the license for this town’s strip club. 

In addition, I ask you to introduce a NIL POLICY for strip clubs in general, which is permitted under Schedule 3 of the 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (LGMPA)1982 and amended by Section 27 of the Policing and 
Crime Act (PCA) 2009.  

This allows councils to effectively stop any clubs from operating in their area. This can be rationalised because of 
poor/abusive working conditions within clubs, their effect on the local area for women’s safety (such as creating ‘no 
go’ zones) and the effect on attitudes towards women in wider society. 

In fact the Council is bound by the Gender Equality Duty 2007 to ‘promote equality between women and men’ in all 
that it does – including in its licensing policies and decisions. Lap dancing clubs clearly do not do this, rather they 
foster a culture of inequality and the kind of damaging attitudes towards women that underpin violence against 
women. 

I would draw your attention to these 2 documents that further make the case for a zero policy (or for at very least 
introducing tighter control on clubs) and on the facts about lap dancing : 

� Strip Joints: Council Licensing Obligations
� Lap Dancing: The Facts

Thank you very much for your time and I look forward to hearing from you in due course. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gill

Gill Hesling 
27 Carr Lane, York  
North Yorkshire 
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Leonie Smith 

29 Lane End, 

Pudsey, Leeds 

LS28 9AD 

Dear  Sir / Madam, 

I am writing to you as a local resident and someone who regularly goes out in 
Leeds to urge you not to renew the license for Silks, in Leeds, as I understand 
that it is currently up for renewal. 

I’ve experienced first-hand the mentality of visitors leaving Silks late at night, via 
street harassment, and it’s intimidating and disturbing.  The decision four years 
ago to allow Silks and other clubs to continue trading has done nothing but harm 
women in Leeds city centre ever since. 

Lap dancing clubs also create a hostile working environment for women who 
don’t even work in them.  At a large Leeds-based company I have now left, it 
was standard practice for all of the male managers to disappear half-way through 
a company night out and ‘bond’ whilst objectifying women at Silks.  As one of the 
only two female managers I was both excluded from this (unless I wanted to also 
join in with treating other women as objects, and risk having my male colleagues 
behave that way towards me as well), and I had to witness the revolting 
behaviour of these male managers towards the minority of younger women in 
the team when they returned to the bar after their visit, talking loudly about how 
they would rate them and feeling entitled to grab them and embarrass them at 
will.  The feeling of entitlement to women’s bodies, and a lack of respect for their 
female colleagues, carried over into their behaviour after the club, and I believe, 
carried over into their attitude towards women back in the workplace.
Sanctioning strip clubs gives certain men the idea that this is normal and 
acceptable behaviour, and there’s no way to speak out against it without being 
ostracised and excluded, and having one’s own career impacted. 

I have heard the argument that women should be allowed to choose whatever 
career they want to.  I don’t believe that the existence of a handful of women 
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who might voluntarily choose to do this work (and I’m aware of many more who 
have no options and find themselves compelled to do far more than they signed 
on for, who have no voice in this because they don’t want to ‘out’ themselves as 
lap-dancers), negates the right of all women to feel safe on the streets and at 
work.  It isn’t shaming anyone who voluntarily works in Silks to say that these 
clubs encourage men to treat women outside of the club as objects who most 
definitely have NOT signed up for this.  One woman’s right to earn money by 
dancing naked for men doesn’t beat all women’s right to be safe, or to have 
gender equality.  If there were a factory pumping out lethal chemicals leading to 
serious disabilities for thousands of people, I also wouldn’t believe that the men 
and women factory workers rights to jobs over-rode everyone else’s right not to 
be poisoned.  This is no different. 

As such, in addition, I ask you to introduce a NIL POLICY for strip clubs, which is 
permitted under Schedule 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act (LGMPA)1982 and amended by Section 27 of the Policing and Crime Act 
(PCA) 2009.  This allows councils to effectively stop any clubs from operating in 
their area, because of poor/abusive working conditions within clubs, their effect 
on the local area for women’s safety (such as creating ‘no go’ zones) and the 
effect on attitudes towards women in wider society. 

The Council is bound by the Gender Equality Duty 2007 to ‘promote equality 
between women and men’ in all that it does – including in its licensing policies 
and decisions. Lap dancing clubs clearly do not do this, rather they foster a 
culture of inequality and the kind of damaging attitudes towards women that 
underpin violence and sexual abuse against women. 

Thank you very much for your time and I look forward to hearing from you in 
due course. 

Yours,

Leonie Smith 
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Nelson, Matthew

From: Adele Jagucki <adelejagucki@yahoo.co.uk>
Sent: 06 April 2016 10:31
To: Entertainment Licensing
Subject: Silk's Gentleman's Lounge

 

As a resident of West Yorkshire, I am writing to you to urge you not to renew the licence for 
Silk’s Gentleman’s Lounge. 

In addition, I ask you to introduce a NIL POLICY for strip clubs, which is permitted under 
Schedule 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (LGMPA)1982 and 
amended by Section 27 of the Policing and Crime Act (PCA) 2009. 

This allows councils to effectively stop any clubs from operating in their area. This can be 
rationalised because of poor/abusive working conditions within clubs, their effect on the local 
area for women’s safety (such as creating ‘no go’ zones) and the effect on attitudes towards 
women in wider society. 

In fact Leeds City Council is bound by the Gender Equality Duty 2007 to ‘promote equality 
between women and men’ in all that it does – including in it’s licensing policies and 
decisions. Lap dancing clubs clearly do not do this, rather they foster a culture of inequality 
and the kind of damaging attitudes towards women that underpin violence against women. 

I would draw your attention to these 2 documents that further make the case for a zero 
policy (or for at very least introducing tighter control on clubs) and on the facts about lap 
dancing 

 Strip Joints: Council Licensing Obligations 

 Lap Dancing: The Facts 

Thank you very much for your time and I look forward to hearing from you in due course. 

 
Kind regards 
Adele Jagucki 
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